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VICTORIA FALLS TO PRETORIA 
 
 

 DAY 1  

17h00 
 
 
19h30 
00h00 

The Pride of Africa departs from Victoria Falls Station in Zimbabwe and travels southest 
towards Thompsons Junction. Guests may freshen up in their suites before joining fellow 
travellers in the midway lounge car or observation car at the rear of the train. 
Dinner is served in the dining cars.  
Overnight on the train at Kennedy Siding. 

 DAY 2 

05h00 
 
06h00 
11h00 
 
 
 
16h30 
19h30 

Early morning wake-up call. A continental breakfast is served in the dining cars until 
departure at 06h00. 
Disembark for a game drive at The Hide in Hwange National Park.  
Brunch is served in the dining cars until 13h00. The train travels between Dete and Gwaai 
along one of the world’s longest stretches of straight railway line – 114 kilometres – and 
continues to Bulawayo: second city of Zimbabwe, capital of Matabeleland and industrial 
capital of the country. 
Tea in the midway lounge car or observation car at the rear of the train. 
Dinner is served in the dining cars en route to the border. Overnight on board at Beitbridge. 
 
PLEASE ENSURE THE TRAIN MANAGER IS IN POSSESSION OF YOUR PASSPORT. 

 DAY 3 

07h00 
 
13h00 
16h30 
 
 
19h30 

Breakfast is served in the dining cars until 10h00 as the train departs Beitbridge, leaves 
baobab country, and travels in a southerly direction towards Polokwane.  
Lunch is served in the dining cars as the train crosses the Tropic of Capricorn. 
Tea in the midway lounge car or observation car at the rear of the train. The train traverses 
Warmbaths, so named for its mineral waters, and Nylstroom, christened by the Voortrekkers 
as the source of the Nile River as the town’s river happened to be north flowing.  
Dinner is served in the dining cars as the train passes the edge of the escarpment where the 
Highveld drops precipitously. Overnight on board at Pyramid Station. 

 DAY 4 

07h00 
10h00 

Breakfast is served in the dining cars until 09h30 as the train travels towards Capital Park.  
Arrive at journey’s end, the gracious Rovos Rail Station in Pretoria. 

 
 
Please dress accordingly for game drives/excursions: mornings can be cool then warm up considerably; afternoons can 
be warm then cool down considerably. Warm clothing, hats and sun protection are advised. Rain capes are available. 

 
Excursions may be changed according to schedule achieved.  

Times are approximate and cannot be guaranteed. Please check with the Train Manager  
or reservations@rovos.co.za for any updates or changes to the itinerary.
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VICTORIA FALLS TO PRETORIA 
 

The little station of Victoria Falls (913m/2995ft) was first reached by railway in June 1904. Old colonial 
buildings, bougainvillea and palm trees against the backdrop of the Victoria Falls Hotel form a charming oasis of 
soft sweetness after the rugged dryness of the landscape.  
 
The Victoria Falls is one of Nature’s great revelations on a par with the Grand Canyon, Mount Everest and an 
erupting volcano. It is believed that there have existed no less than seven different Victoria Falls over the past 
two million years. These cascades correspond to the lower gorges of the Zambezi. The present falls is wearing 
from Devil’s Cataract northwards, eroding the softer material behind the present basalt base of the falls. When 
eventually all the soft matter has been removed, the Victoria Falls will move back, a fresh gorge will yawn and 
where the falls are now will become a new site for tourists. 
 
Although just over a mile long (1.7km) the falls are broken up by various small islands, including Livingstone 
Island. At their deepest, the falls are 108-metres deep at Rainbow Falls. Although the usual tour of the Victoria 
Falls National Park is recommended from the south or Zimbabwe side, the finest view along the gorge is to be 
had from the north side or Zambian side. 
 
David Livingstone is generally considered to be the first European to have seen the falls in 1855 during his first 
expedition from the Cape to Luanda (Angola). He then went back again via the falls and along the Zambezi to 
Quelimane in Mozambique; a truly heroic journey! The greatness of Livingstone lies in his painstaking research 
and accurate observations. His book, Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa Including a Sketch of 
Sixteen Years’ Residence in the Interior of Africa was published in 1857 and sold 70 000 copies. It probably did 
more to influence Western attitudes towards Africa than any book written before or since. He first approached 
the falls from upstream and landed on what is today called Livingstone Island. Let him tell the story:  
 
‘When about half a mile from the falls, I left the canoe by which we had come down thus far, and embarked in a 
lighter one, with men well acquainted with the rapids, who, by passing down the centre of the stream in the 
eddies and still places caused by many jutting rocks, brought me to an island situated in the middle of the river, 
and on the edge of the lip over which the water rolls. In coming hither, there was danger of being swept down 
by the streams, which rushed along on each side of the island; but the river was now low, and we sailed where 
it is totally impossible to go when the water is high. But though we had reached the island, and were within a 
few yards of the spot, a view from which would solve the whole problem, I believe that no one could perceive 
where the vast body of water went; it seemed to lose itself in the earth, the opposite lip of the fissure into 
which it disappeared, being only 80 feet distant. At least I did not comprehend it until, creeping with awe to the 
verge, I peered down into a large rent which had been made from bank to bank of the broad Zambezi, and saw 
that a stream of a thousand yards broad, leaped down a hundred feet, and then became suddenly compressed 
into a space of fifteen or twenty yards. The entire falls are simply a crack made in a hard basaltic rock . . . 
 
In looking down into the fissure on the right of the island, one sees nothing but a dense white cloud, which, at 
the time we visited the spot, had two bright rainbows on it . . .  
 
From this cloud rushed up a great jet of vapour exactly like steam, and it mounted 200 or 300 feet high; there 
condensing, it changed its hue to that of dark smoke, and came back in a constant shower, which soon wetted 
us to the skin. This shower falls chiefly on the opposite side of the fissure, and a few yards back from the lip, 
there stands a straight hedge of evergreen trees, whose leaves are always wet. From their roots a number of 
little rills run back into the gulf; but as they flow down the steep wall there, the column of vapour, in its ascent, 
licks them up clean off the rock, and away they mount again. They are constantly running down, but never 
reach the bottom.’ 
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The eiffelesque construction of the Victoria Falls Bridge was completed in 1905. An English civil engineer, Sir 
Ralph Freeman, designed the bridge at the instruction of Cecil John Rhodes, positioning it such that the train 
would be touched by the spray of the Falls. In its time it was the highest bridge in the world. Motor vehicles 
were not allowed onto the bridge until the law was changed in 1930. 
 
The town of Livingstone in Zambia (907m/2976ft) has never recovered from the removal of the capital to 
Lusaka in 1935 (due to its central position) and the breakup of the Federation (1963). Before the age of 
aircraft, Livingstone was the principal entry point for Northern Rhodesia and was the place to stay when visiting 
the Falls. With UDI, international sanctions and the murder of Canadian tourists in 1974, Livingstone no longer 
provided a base for visitors, especially South Africans who made up the vast majority.  
 
After having suffered severe decline with the ebb of empire, post 1963, Livingstone has undergone a small 
renaissance since only 2000 and the multiplier effect has been great. The airport has been revamped; Sun 
International has built two sparkling new hotels from scratch; and the prestigious Rhodes-Livingstone Museum 
has finally undergone a refit – it houses an outstanding collection of artefacts associated with Mr Livingstone. 
 
The existence of Hwange rests upon the great coal reserves estimated at 3000 million tons, which lie beneath 
the surface. Hwange (746m/2447ft) sits on a 12-metre coal seam a mere 46 metres below the surface. Rhodes 
gave orders that the railway line be diverted to pass through the coalfields, rather than continue straight to 
Victoria Falls.  
 
Hwange, the largest of Zimbabwe National Parks, covers an area of more than 14 000 square kilometres, the 
size of Wales in the United Kingdom. It was declared a game reserve in 1928 and through a careful 
management system over the years the small wildlife nucleus has grown into large herds that now roam the 
park. There are an estimated 40 000 elephants and a wide range of other species, one of the most rare being 
the wild dog that through the efforts of a dedicated team of experts are once again breeding and growing in big 
numbers. The magnificent sable antelope, zebra, eland, kudu and waterbuck, the bad tempered buffalo and the 
tall gracious giraffe are just a few of the animals that are commonly seen on game-viewing drives. 
 
Bulawayo (1360m/4462ft) was founded in about 1824 by a Zulu chieftain who broke away from Shaka, 
founder of the Zulu nation in Natal. After spending some years in the area of modern-day Pretoria, Mzilikazi fled 
before the approaching Boers to found Bulawayo (‘the place of killing’) as capital of Matabeleland. A generation 
later, his son Lobengula granted a mineral concession to C J Rudd, Cecil John Rhodes’ partner in De Beers. On 
the basis of this document, Rhodes obtained a Royal Charter from Queen Victoria and in 1890, the British South 
Africa Company began the White invasion/colonisation of Charterland, later called Rhodesia and, subsequent to 
1924, Northern Rhodesia (Zambia) and Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe).  
 
In 1953, Northern Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland (Malawi) joined together in the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland under the British Crown. This was to be the high watermark of colonial achievement. 
Great investment in infrastructure, mining and manufacturing took place. By 1963 however, Harold Macmillan’s 
‘winds of change’ had blown through British Africa. African nationalism in the persons of Banda (Malawi) and 
Kaunda (Zambia) were determined to force political independence irrespective of the economic costs to their 
people. It is true to say that these two countries have never recovered the levels of economic prosperity that 
they enjoyed in the days of the Federation.  
 
The British government refused to grant independence to Southern Rhodesia without majority rule. On 11 
November 1965, Ian Smith proclaimed a Unilateral Declaration of Independence for Rhodesia. After a bloody 
guerrilla war fought by the Patriotic Front headed by Robert Mugabe, now President of Zimbabwe, and Joshua 
Nkomo, Deputy President, in which 30 000 people (98% Blacks) were killed, Rhodesia metamorphosed into the 
African-Socialist state of Zimbabwe on 18 April 1980. 
 
Zimbabwe is named after the mysterious ruins of Great Zimbabwe, located near Masvingo (previously Fort 
Victoria) in the east of the country. The word Zimbabwe means ‘place of stones’ and is generic, not particular. 
These ruins are believed to date from about 800 AD but its origins are lost in mists of antiquity. It seems to 
have been suddenly deserted in about 1600 AD probably as a result of desertification and absence of firewood. 
The most probable theory is that this enormous complex of circular battlemented compounds was used as the 
base for the Mwena Mutapa (Monomotapa). Slaves captured in the interior were kept at Zimbabwe pending the 
change in the Indian Ocean trade winds or monsoon, when they were marched smartly down to the port of 
Sofala (30kms south of modern-day Beira, Mozambique), placed in dhows and blown across to Ceylon, India, 
Arabia and Persia. They are the largest and most mysterious ruins in sub-Saharan Africa.  
 
Cecil John Rhodes is buried in the granite tomb of the Matobos, just outside Bulawayo. It was Rhodes who gave 
the instruction that the streets of Bulawayo be wide enough to allow an ox-wagon with its full complement of 
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16 oxen to turn a complete circle. Bulawayo thus has the distinction of having the widest streets and the 
longest railway platforms in the world! The Cape to Cairo railway line reached the city in 1898, having come up 
from Cape Town via Mafikeng and Francistown and so skirting the Transvaal republic of President Paul Kruger.  
 
South African border formalities take place at Beitbridge then, very slowly over the heavily guarded and 
fortified Beit Bridge, the train eases itself into South Africa. The bridge, paid for by the Beit Trust and 
completed in 1929, has a large memorial at the centre to Sir Alfred Beit, Cecil John Rhodes’ accountant. The 
“great grey-green, greasy Limpopo River” – as written by Rudyard Kilping in his Just So Stories – is usually 
completely dry in the winter but may be in flood during the summer.  
 
The train passes through the pretty but now-sleeping town of Louis Trichardt, leaving behind baobab country. 
The Africans believe that an ancient giant, in a fit of rage, uprooted the trees and put them back into their holes 
upside down. Few sights are more evocative of primeval Africa than thee eerie silhouette of a Baobab tree, 
starkly outlined against a ruddy winter sunset.  
 
At Bandolierkop, we join the Selati railway. Here it was that an enigmatic Australian trooper – known in history 
as ‘Breaker’ Morant during the Anglo Boer War – shot unarmed Boer civilians and a German missionary and his 
servant. For this he was court-martialled at Pietersburg and shot before a British Army firing squad in Pretoria. 
In the 1970s, an Australian cult film was made based upon this story.  
 
Near the station of Soekmekaar (3848ft/1172m), the train leaves the tropics by travelling over the Tropic of 
Capricorn. It then passes close to the edge of the escarpment where the Highveld drops precipitously from 
4000ft/1219m down to 2000ft/609m. On the very edge of the ancient cliffs suspended above spectacular 
scenery lies the unique habitat of the ‘living fossil’ known as the cycad. Completely unchanged over 130 million 
years of the fossil record, this slow-growing half-palm half-fern, yet related to neither, was genuine dinosaur 
food. Heavily protected against theft, a permit is required to move a cycad. To visit the cycad forest, one has to 
pass through the land of the ‘Rain Queen’, Modjadji, and pay her tribute. Rider Haggard modelled his She upon 
the rain queen, who since ancient times is reported to bring the rain.  
 
In the afternoon, the train traverses Warmbaths, so named for its mineral waters, and Nylstroom, christened by 
the Voortrekkers as the source of the Nile River as the town’s river happened to be northward flowing.  
 
Gauteng (pronounced with a guttural ‘G’) is the smallest and richest of the nine regions formed in terms of 
South Africa’s Interim Constitution of 27 April 1994. The name is a Sotho tribal verbal corruption of the 
Afrikaans word goud meaning gold. The gold-bearing main reef was first struck by an itinerant prospector 
named George Harrison when he stumbled across an outcrop edging above the surface of the land. His 
Discoverer’s Claim can be viewed in a park four kilometres west of the city centre where a sandy quartz 
‘conglomerate’, which trapped the fine gold dust around 2700 million years ago, is still clearly visible.  
 
The gigantic forces of nature were once again responsible for producing the gold metal so precious to the South 
African economy today. Volcanic rock formed by the earth in its first incarnation was scoured and eroded away 
over hundreds of millions of years by large bodies of water. Gold was released from the reluctant grip of the 
igneous rock and washed southward to be held for an eternity in a series of fossilised beaches. A great and 
enormously violent upheaval, perhaps associated with the breakup of the continents, faulted this deeply 
sedimented beach upwards, allowing it to subside again southwards through an angle of 35 degrees. Eons later, 
Man arrived to burrow into one of Nature’s greatest wonders – an almost inexhaustible supply of gold – a 
lustrous, highly valued commodity tightly held in vast quantities by the major nations of the world.  
 
From their infancy in the early days of 1886, the Witwatersrand goldfields – stretching along a gentle 120-
kilometre curve from Benoni to Krugersdorp – proved themselves unique. The amount of gold in the ore was 
and still remains low, but the total reservoir of gold-bearing ore appears to be limitless. These two factors have 
determined the profile of the gold-mining industry in Africa: no single person can manage the industry, unlike 
the diamond industry, and only a mining house, consisting several large shareholders, could raise the imposing 
capital needed to successfully mine and process the enormous quantities of ore. 
 
The mine dumps of Gauteng – many of which are disappearing as they are reprocessed using advanced 
technology to capture small quantities of gold, which escaped in the less refined methods of past years – are 
testimony to the scale of mining operations carried out over the years. The deepest mines in the world, 4.7 
kilometres below the surface of the earth, are found in South Africa. Mining houses usually control many mines 
in order to reduce financial risk and to benefit from economies of scale. The milling of the ore is only half the 
equation; the other half is the extraction of the ore in harsh conditions many kilometres underground using 
cheap labour provided by great numbers of able-bodied men from Southern Africa, especially Mozambique.  
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That is one of the ironies of the South African gold-mining industry: opening a new mine, with all its high 
technology infrastructure and deep mining skills, costs billions of Rands, yet relatively unskilled labour using 
specially developed, costly equipment is used to mine the ore. Despite their size, the mining houses act as the 
entrepreneurs, identifying new prospects, carrying out exhaustive feasibility studies and keeping the country’s 
economy buoyant as they extract gold from the earth. Names like Anglo American, Anglo Vaal, JCI and Gold 
Fields dominate the Johannesburg Stock Exchange and perforce, the South African economy.  
 
The country owes its state of development to gold. The 600 tons of precious metal produced every year by the 
mining houses has paved the way, directly or indirectly, for the industrialisation and modernisation of a 
traditional African society. Today, with a new and democratic government in place, South Africa has taken up 
its rightful role as the powerhouse of the African continent. 
 
Johannesburg is the largest city in sub-Saharan Africa some 1828 metres above sea level. Prior to 1886, 
maps of the area where Johannesburg now stands depicted only a series of bush-covered ridges from which 
flowed a few small streams. When gold was discovered on the Witwatersrand, a vibrant tent town grew rapidly 
into a frontier city and then into a dynamic commercial and financial centre, now part of the Gauteng region, 
which was known as the PWV (Pretoria-Witwatersrand-Vereeniging). The harsh reality involved in mining is 
reflected in the lack of aesthetic presence in Johannesburg. In a city, which is barely over 100 years old, only 
four buildings predate 1900. 
 
Early signs of man’s first settlement along the banks of the Apies River, in whose two broad and well-sheltered 
valleys Pretoria is situated, go back at least 350 years. Both Sotho and Ndebele people have dwelt here and in 
1825, Mzilikazi, the renegade Zulu chief who deserted Shaka with a number of followers, established a 
stronghold on the banks of the Apies. The first European traders and the missionary Robert Moffat visited him 
there. Other Zulus also came to call and stories of his newfound prosperity soon spread. Shaka learned of 
Mzilikazi’s whereabouts and sent his armies to obtain retribution for his desertion. Mzilikazi warded off the 
attack but was forced to flee to the Marico district in the Western Transvaal. 
 
In 1837 the Voortrekkers discovered the fertile valleys of the Apies River and set up a number of farms. One of 
these early settlers was Andries Pretorius, a hero of the Battle of Blood River, who established a farm at the 
confluence of the Apies and Crocodile Rivers. Shortly after his death the Apies valley was chosen as the site for 
the capital of the newly created Boer republic, the Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek (ZAR). Marthinus, son of 
Andries, selected a site on the farm Elandspoort and on 16 November 1855 the new town was named Pretoria 
in honour of his father. 
 
Pretoria grew up around Church Square, originally the marketplace and focal point of the Boer community. 
Several impressive buildings were built here such as the Palace of Justice and the old parliament of the ZAR. 
Today Pretoria is the administrative and diplomatic capital of South Africa. The most notable of the city’s 
edifices: the Union Buildings, designed by Sir Herbert Baker and built on Meintjieskop, the hill that dominates 
the centre of Pretoria. Built on a low hill outside the city is the monolithic Voortrekker Monument. Completed in 
1949 to commemorate their pioneering spirit, it is seen by some as an important memorial to Afrikanerdom and 
by others as a reminder of Apartheid. Its interior frieze is said to be the second longest in the world. 
 
During October and November, Pretoria seems to shimmer with a mauve haze of blossoming jacarandas. In 
1888 a citizen of Pretoria, J A Celliers, imported two Jacaranda mimosifolia trees from Rio de Janeiro. He 
planted them in the garden of Myrtle Lodge, his home in the suburb of Sunnyside. They still stand in the garden 
of what is now Sunnyside School. In 1898 James Clarke obtained a contract to grow trees for the government. 
He ordered seed from Australia and included in the selection was a packet of seeds of the same species Celliers 
had imported. Clarke planted the seeds in the state nurseries at Groenkloof where they flourished. Today about 
70 000 of these beautiful trees line the streets of the city. 
 
Rovos Rail has its private station situated in Capital Park, Pretoria. This was once the bustling hub of steam 
locomotion in the old Transvaal. Officially opened in 1943, Capital Park, with its locomotive sheds and 
marshalling yard played a vital roll in the rail network around Pretoria before falling into disuse. Now the home 
of Rovos Rail, it boasts a small railway museum in addition to its other comprehensive facilities and will, with 
the addition of semaphore signals and a footbridge, recreate the atmosphere of a fully-fledged railway system.   
 

Thank you for travelling with us.  
We look forward to hosting you again in the not too distant future. 

 



 
 

VICTORIA FALLS TO PRETORIA DISTANCE CHART 
 

DISTANCE 
BETWEEN STATIONS  (KMS) TOTAL 

DISTANCE EXCURSIONS 

0 VICTORIA FALLS, ZIMBABWE � 0 Depart Victoria Falls Station 

119 Thompsons Junction � 119  

13 Hwange � 132 Travel through Hwange Reserve 

71 Dete � 203  

42 Kennedy Siding � 245 Game visit (time permitting) 

74 Gwaai � 319  

50 Sawmills � 369  

95 Mpopoma � 464  

57 Tank � 521  

89 Gwanda � 610  

206 Beitbridge � 816  

22 Messina � 838  

130 Louis Trichardt � 968  

147 Pietersburg � 1115  

116 Naboomspruit � 1231  

41 Nylstroom � 1272  

27 Warmbaths � 1299  

80 Pyramid � 1379  

23 ROVOS RAIL, PRETORIA � 1402 Arrive Rovos Rail Station 

 

 


	VF-PTA Contents
	VF-PTA Itinerary
	VF-PTA Itineraryb
	VF-PTA Journey
	VF-PTA Chart+Map



